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.Bitu111inous Coal Heritage 
i'oundation Museu111 

Dedicated to Preserving the Heritage of the 
Southern WV Coalfields for the Education and 

Enjoyment of Future Generations 

MUSEUM OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 
12:00 NOON UNTIL 4 P.M . 

347 Main St reel 
Madison. WV 25130 

FOR SPECIAL TOURS: 
Phone: 304·369-S l SOor 304-369 9 118 

Fax: 304-369-9 130 

boonNlevcor~ahoo.com 

w ww.v1vrodlmuseun1.org 

www. wvcoall!luseum.o:rg 

FREE ADMISSION TO MUSEUM 
THANKS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS! 

The Boone County Commission prov des 
Operatm9 fund> for the Coal Herrtagc Museum 
,m d Arts & Heri tage Center. Other support come~ 
from our loyal corpor.rte and individual members. 

. ~~ 
~~ ~Coal 
iteriitage 
Museum 

See the Company Store & 
Coal Mine in the New Exhibit 

'~ Miners Life 
The Way It Was" 

347 Main Street 
Downtown Madison, 

West Virginia 



tlANDS ON TOOLS. includ1r1tJ o bre-a>t plate ot19tt, sho•~ 
and pkk. allow tnUSNm •kirors. likt th1J 1"'"'9<JtC'r, 10 gn o 
r«"OIHtk Jtnu of whal it wa.s lo mtnt cool In lht 19401 and 
1950'.s.. T~e looh a1t found 1n the lntnactW. hands on 
display in lh t 1imv/a1td coal m,.nt In tlP<t' muuu1n. 

ANTIQUf ITEM S I ron' tM early days of mining 
co rt~ found thtou9hovt the Mwl'um. 

THE FIRST EXHIBfT In the Cool H(>nra9e MuJf'unl was rhu 
ont"· lon cool car, a 1r.plico of tho.st 'H-ed in the torly days of 
coal mln111g whtn o• C"n, mu/C"f andho11rs haulrd tool out of 
the nunes. 

Madison Mt:.seum: 
An Example Fer Other 

Museul!ls To Follow 

Starlinq wilh ,, ~torcfrc:>nl ~nd a few an if acts, the 
Corti HL·rildge Museun1 in downtown /\l\:.d1son hll~ 

developed into a JX'rmancnt facili ty which di, plays 
profe" ion.1lly designed exhibits, and also hosts 
t raveling exhibits. 

St<lffed ~ntirely by volunteers. th e Co~I Hcrit•gc 
Museum WM fe,ltured 

in the Spring, 2007 
edit ion of the West 

Vir9lni.1 f1ssoci.1tion 
of Mu~cun1s 

Newsletter. and 
Wd\ rL-cognized 
as ·an example 
fO< Othl'I 
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I.Listory Of The Coal Museu111 

In June of 1999. the Bituminous Coal Heritage 
FoundaUon Coal Museum became a reality In Madison, 
West Virginia. 

The f oundation. was created by the Boone County 
Development Authority and chartered by the State 
of West Virginia in 1994, purchased a building In 
downtown Mildlson to house the Museum andVisit0<'s 
Center. TI1 e tremendous growth of the West Virginia 
Co;il Festival, and the many historical attractions 1n 
;md around the county seat of Madison, prompted the 
Coal Foundation and the Boone County Development 
Authori ty omcers to move forward on developing a 
museum to house memorabilia of the coal lnduslry 
which was born In Boone County in 1742. 

The building purchased for the museum was buill in 
1924, and once housed the Madison Post Office. 

The family of the late Tommy and Mary Francis Ellis, 
a prominent community·mindcd couple, graciously 
agreed to donate a bui lding adjacent to the one 
being purchased for the museum by the Foundation. 
The building donated to the Foundation Is located at 
347 Main Street and the building purchased 'by the 
Foundation has been turned inlo the Boone l\1ts and 
Heritage Center. 

The downtown coal museum showcases the 
culture and history of coal and its people. ;ind brings 
thousands of visi tors 10 Boone County annually. 
Brochures are available in the museum on other tourist 
an.actions ;ind points of interest in the Mca. 

Boone County Is the logical choice to establish the 
Museum and Visitor's Center. Boone County is where 
c.oal was first discove.red in T 742, and has bttn the 
economic lifeblood of the counry for a century. 

Visit 1he museum online at: 
www. wvcoal111useu111,0Ig 
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Coal Foundation Receives 
NCHA Interpretative Award 

TI1c National Coal Heritage Arca has bestowed the 
prestigious Coal H(!ritage lnterpreta1lon /\ward upon 
the Bituminous Coal Heritage Foundation's Museum 
in downtown Madison. 

The Interpretative display at the Coal Museum 
features a company store. miner's home, a locker 
room where miners changed for their next shift in 
the mines. and a simulated coal mine where vi sitors 
can gel a hands-on feel for some of the duties 
per formed by miners in the early days. 

Funding for the project, which resulted in the 
award, came from the Boone County Commission, 
Boone County Oevelopmef'lt Office. membership 
donations and the NCHA. 



THl 800Nf COUNTY 
COMPANY HORE .xh/b;t Is 
full of mmrng 100/J, lunch 
polfs, food lrtms. 011d othtr 
goods,. on otd typ1wrlttt, 
and w~lghlng S<ot.s. Just 
llkt th~ old company stores 
hod In lht 1P20's. 1PJO's, 
and rSMO~. 

Of the Mt1u um infonru 
111JJtcws ol upcoming 
Cll'Mts at both '"' Cool 
Atco1um and th• B~ 
Arrt & Htt,togtt C41nfff# 

-ocated od}<x1nt to the 
IMUll&Utt , 

Old m ining /taf4.corl>Hh lonvn f2nds.crip1 or• omong rite 
IKMdrnh of lttmJ on display at tlNmU'Sf'Um. l 

J.LeTe's An Inventory. Of S<n11e 
Of Th e Rare & Unique Ite111s At 

The Coal Reri t age M"t:.seu111 

• 1863 Stock Certi ficate for five shares of 
Westmorcl.'lnd Coal Company stock. 

• B;iu lc of Bl<1lr Mountain Artifacts & Memorabilia. 

• Civil WM Memorabilia. 

• Original photographs of 194::1 •Look" Magazine 
article fl!dlurlng a Boone County Family Who 
Lived in a Coal Camp 

• Original Photos of 1926& 1927 mine safety 
rescue contests in Madison, WV. 

• 191o·crank style" cash register. 

• 1918 Boone County Coal Corpordtion land book. 


